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A special issue of the
Western Mistic to
honor the 100th year
of the National Edu
cation
Association
and education acti
vities on the MSTC
campus.
Thursday, April 4, 1957

WESTERN MISTIC
State Teachers College, Moorhead, Minnesota
Student written, edited, and printed on campus each week.

Kappa Delta Pi plans
NEA birthday party

7U in MEA

MSTC is one of the few col
leges or schools in Minnesota
which has a 100 per cent fa
culty membership in the Min
Gamma Gamma Chapter members of Kappa Delta Pi will nesota Education Association.
Almost 100 per cent of the
honor the National Education Association's Centennial Birth
day by working on a bulletin board and display in the college 78 faculty members are hold
library and by sponsoring a coffee hour for faculty and ing membership in the Na
students.
tional Education Association.
Attention will be drawn to a bulletin board and display There are 30 faculty members
in the library of the N. E. A. Centennial Birthday the first
who have life memberships in
week in April. Marilyn Dahlen, chairman of the committee for the organization.
this display, will be working with
Marlys Holm, Elaine Lee, and Lynn
Murphy.

Coffee hour
Students and faculty will be invited
to a coffee hour on Tuesday April 9

Dr. G. D. Robbins
KDP advisor
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. in Ingleside to
help Kappa Delta Pi honor the birth
day and also to meet Mrs. Madelyn
D. Savig who is the College Coopera
tion Chairman of Minnesota Con
gress of Parents and Teachers.
Mrs. Savig will be speaking in
several of the college classes on April
9. The coffee hour will give students
and faculty a chance to talk with her.
In charge of these arrangements are
Delsie Charais, chairman, June John
son, Mavis Labraaten, Rosetta Teft,
and JoAnn Sater.
As an national honor society in edu
cation, Kappa Delta Pi's purpose is to
encourage high professional, intel
lectual, and personal standards and
to recognize outstanding contributions
to education.
For membership one must be a
junior or senior, have a cumulative
scholarship ratio of ' 2.0, and have
completed or be in the process of
completion of at least nine quarter
hours of work in education if a junior
and eighteen quarter hours if elect
ed during the senior year, and show
continued interest in the field of edu
cation.

Pledges entered

For the first time the MSTC chap
ter has taken in pledge members this
year. This was done in order to fam
iliarize prospective members with the

Dr. Joseph Kise, MSTC social stu
dies department head, has contributed
to the MEA by serving as president
of the organization for two years.
Other offices which Dr. Kise has held
have been executive secretary of the
Western Division of MEA and vice
president of MEA. At present, Dr.
Kise is chairman of the finance com
mittee of the MEA.
Serving as the vice president of
the MEA, Dr. Glaydon Robbins, MS
TC director of professional education
and curriculum and director of the
campus school, is also contributing to
the MEA. He is chairman of the state
Teachers Education and Professional

Standards Commission. Dr. Robbins
serves as secretary for the national
TEPS committee.
Dr. Forman, MSTC director of ad
missions, records, and evaluations,
serves as chairman of the state re
search and information committee for
the MEA.
Dr. Gillis, head of MSTC's jour
nalism department, contributes to
the MEA by serving on the state edi
torial committee.
Dr. Heaton, chairman of MSTC's
department of business education, has
served as chairman of the resolutions
committee for the Western Division
of MEA.
Mr. Lee, supervisor of business edu
cation in the campus school, is chair
man of the auditing committee for

FTA is strong
Student membership as well
as faculty membership is high
in professional organizations
on campus. The Future Teach
ers of America has a group of
70 students.
Kappa Delta Pi, national
education fraternity, has an
active membership of 34 stu
dents and 21 faculty, and 13
pledges.

Future Teachers of America at MSTC has its largest
membership for several years. Approximately 75 students
have joined FTA. Membership is open to anyone at MS who
plans to be a teacher.
FTA which is an organization that tries to develop and
maintain professional standards, provides a chance for those
students who plan to teach to unite and to become acquainted
with the program of an organized profession. FTA wants to

the Western Division.
Mr. Sorensen is rendering the MEA
a service serving an an advisor to the
FTA, Future Teachers of America,
which is affiliated with the MEA.
Many faculty members of MSTC
take an active part in the Clay Coun
ty local organization, thus contribut
ing also.
The contribution which the college
gives to the MEA is sponsoring the
MEA biennial convention. The college
departments cooperate in putting on
sectional meetings. Dr. Robbins is
making arrangements for the conven
tion which will be held October 17
and 18.
Another service which the depart
ments of MSTC contribute is sponsor
ing workships during the year. The
social studies department is planning
for the April 6 workship.
The industrial arts department
holds three workships a year, and they
have sponsored eight. The main fin
ancial support of this project is the
MEA.
It is a service to the teachers in
western and northern Minnesota, and
nearly every teacher from these parts
attends. Students in industrial arts
have an opportunity to serve as in
structors. Dr. Ursin and Dr. Wagner
are the coordinators for the work
shop. The next one will be held Sat
urday, April 6.

Stamp to honor teachers

functions of the society earlier in their
college years. Before students be
came members in their senior year
and did not benefit from only belong
ing for a short time.
"Operation Dragon Dragnet" was
another project undertaken by the so
ciety. The purpose of this project was
the recruitment of students for MS
TC. College students were asked to go
back to their high schools with ma
terials such as a special editon of the
Mistic and the college bulletin and to
talk to seniors who were interested
in coming to MS.

Officers

Kappa Delta Pi officers are Dolores
Goodyear, president; Katheryn Fankhanel, vice president; Miss Shelda
Ann Jacobson, secretary; Miss Ruth
Hanson, treasurer; Darlene Goodyear,
historian; and their advisor is Dr.
Glaydon "Robbins.

Mr. R. R. Sorensen
FTA advisor

Year 33 — Issue 24

FTA enrolls largest
membership for '57

MSTC faculty contributes to MEA
MSTC faculty members
have put forth time and effort
contributing to the Minnesota
Education Association.
Dr. A. L. Knoblauch, MSTC
president, has served profes
sional organizations in many
ways. Some of the services he
has given are as follows: state
executive secretary of the
Connecticut Education As
sociation, and delegate to the
NEA national convention in
Portland, Ore., and he has
served as NEA advisor on
educational finance.

Think about profes
sional organizations
in the field of educa
tion. If you are going
to become a teacher,
consider joining FTA,
MEA, and NEA.

Stamp clubs, philatelists alert!
The U. S. Post Office will issue a
commemorative
stamp "honoring
School Teachers of America" on July
1, 1957 at the National Education
Association's Centennial Convention
in Philadelphia.
The stamp, to be the 3-cent hori
zontal commemorative, is to go on
sale in the morning, with official pre
sentation ceremonies before the Con
vention's opening general session that
evening.
The NEA will provide post cards
for conventioners to use the stamp
to mail to their friends, and is work
ing with first-day
cover envelope
manufacturers on cachet designs.
For details about the stamp, write:
Centennial Office, NEA, 1201 16th
St. N.W., Washington 6, D.C.

foster pride in the teaching profession
and strives to maintain good contacts
with the MEA and NEA.
Several activities here on campus
have been sponsored by FTA. Eturing National Education Week mem:

'

JoAnn Sater
FTA President
bers participated in a program and
served a coffee hour.
High schools gathered at MSTC
for an FTA Conference which the
college FTA sponsored. Members
handled discussion groups and served
refreshments. Three hundred high
school members attended the confer
ence this year.
Regular meetings are held every
month. This year a variety of pro
grams has been scheduled for these
meetings. A panel of superintendents
talked on "Qualities of a Teacher."
Dr. Gordon Mork, president of MEA,
discussed the. NEA and MEA.
Students participated in a panel
discussing "Student Teaching Views,"
Fargo-Moorhead parents and teach
ers will form a panel to discuss "Par
ent-Teacher Relationships" for FTA
members tonight.
A State FTA Convention which is
held at Hopkins, Minn., on April 6
will be attended by a group of FTA
members.
Officers for the 1956-'57 school
year are JoAnn Sater, president; Kay
Sunderland, vice president; Mary Lee
Arneson, secretary; Rosetta Tefft,
treasurer; Mary Ellen Andrie, librar
ian; and Mary Ellen Kjelstrom, pub
licity chairman. Mr. Ray Sorenson is
advisor for FTA.

NEA outlines numerous projects for its centennial year
The National Education Asociation, biggest national proessional organization of the
vorld and so large that few of
ts own members are conscious
>f the varied activities in which
t is engaged, will observe its
centennial anniversary in 1957
n a program aimed at involving its
ntire membership of two-thirds milion American teachers and school
dministrators as well as the general
mblic.
The organization was established
n 1857 in Philadelphia when 43
ducators from 12 states met to or;anize teachers nationally "to elevate
he character and advance the inter:sts of the profession of teaching, and
o promote the cause of popular edu

cation in the United States." It now
enrolls a majority of all teachers of
the nation.
The original purpose, still held by
the organization after a century, has
made the NEA, then called the Na
tional Teachers' Association, a rally
ing symbol for general support of tho
schools among all varieties of work
ers in education.
Kindergarten teachers and univer
sity professors, teachers of all sub
jects and school administrators of all
levels, from public, private and par
ochial schools, hold membership in
NEA and are served through various
special subdivisions concerned with
their own special work.
School secretaries have an NEAconnected department, for example,
and students in Future Teachers
of America groups are a part of

NEA.

School Press Cooperates

This report, for instance, which
reaches school papers through Nation
al Scholastic Press Association, comes
by arrangement with the National
Association of Journalism Directors,
an NEA affiliate to which advisers of
school newspapers belong.
The NEA Centennial program in
cludes some 28 different projects as
signed to special committees. Plans
include the following:
Distribution of the NEA Centen
nial Film, "A Desk for Billie."
Special Centennial publications of
the NEA Handbook, _ Journal, and
1957 Convention Proceedings.
Publication of special music by an
internationally known composer, Dr.
Howard Hanson of Eastman School
of Music, including a song for popular

singing.
Publication of a history of the NEA
by a widely-known historian, Dr.
Edgar B. Wesley.
Publication of Centennial book lists
through the American Library As
sociation.
A nation-wide NEA birthday party
to be observed by every local associa
tion the evening of Thursday, April 4.
Promotion
of "The
Teacher's
Minute" ceremonies at service and
civic clubs meetings throughout the
nation during the week of April 4.
Conferences among leaders of com
munity groups throughout the nation,
based on the leaflet, "To Consider
Education in a Changing World."

To Consider Role of Schools

The Centennial convention, June
30-July 5, in Philadelphia, birthplace
of the NEA, with special tours for

teachers, special ceremonies by Future
Teachers of America at the founding
site, a special Centennial festival to be
produced by the Philadelphia pub
lic schools, an exhibit of student art
from all over the nation, and issuance
of a commemorative stamp by the
U. S. Post Office.
Seminars at colleges and univer
sities dealing with the relationship of
education to American life.
Special observance of American
Education Week, November 10-16.
Special events and exhibits at state
and county fairs.
Centennial pageants by student
and teacher groups before the con
ventions of the National Association
of Secondary School Principals in
Washington, D. C. and the Depart
ment of Elementary School Principals
in Cincinnati.

Thursday, April 4, 1957

M1ST1C SPECIAL ISSVE

-from the editor's desk-

Consider belonging
A few years ago an English
man criticized Americans for
"belonging" too much.
Americans, he said, have
made a fetish of merely belong
ing to organizations. He was not
criticizing the organizations
themselves; he was criticizing
our joining for the sake of join
ing.
Too often a person becomes a
member of a group because "all
my friends are in it," because
"everybody should be a mem
ber," or because "a person in my
position has an obligation." This
attitude can only create apathy.
Why you join is important. If
you knoW why, you will be a
source of strength to the organ
ization you choose to join be
cause you will work for some

thing in which you believe.
There are many professional
organizations for teachers, NEA
chief among them, and you have
only two "obligations" to them.
First, decide whether you
want to be a member of a pro
fessional organization after you
have investigated the various
groups, their principles, and
work.
Second, if you decide to be
come a member of one, choose
the one in which you can take
an active interest. Join because
you believe in what the organ
ization stands for. Only then are
you likely to be a desirable
member, one who will work in
the interests of his profession
through the organization.
Bring quality, not quantity to
the organization you choose.

Century of paradox
In 1857 Cyrus Field made his
first attempt to join continents
by the laying of the Atlantic
Cable.
In 1957 nations of all contin
ents will cooperate in a project
to join the world with outer
space — the Geophysical Year
and the first attempt to launch
a man-made satellite.
Cyrus Field's cable-laying ef
fort succeeded on his fifth; at
tempt in 1866. The success of
world scientists when they pro
ject their instrument-laden mini
ature moon off the coast of
Florida July 1, 1957, cannot be
predicted.
Between the two attempts lie
the telephone, radio, television,
radar, automobile, airplane, jet
propulsion, the electronic cal
culator, the split atom and the
H-bomb.
During that century of tre
mendous change the schools of
America have had a paradoxi
cal but decisive role.
They have been responsible to
conserve, to stabilize, to "hold
fast to that which is good" while
at the same time preparing
youth to be adaptive, flexible,
resourceful, in aworld that has
never stood still.
In recognition of its own Cen
tennial in 1957, the National
Education Association, which

enrolls a majority of the teachers
of America, calls for a nation
wide examination of that deci
sive role of the schools, urging
all citizens, including students,
to join in that examination.

fiaiat
Question: why are ydu a member of FTA?
Darlene Good
year: I wanted
to know some
thing about the
professional or
ganizations a
teacher belongs
and FTA offers
that chance. Also
the topics of their
program seemed
valuable to know
about for a future teacher.
Nancy Blinkenherg: I believe it
is important to
belong to such
an organization
to' acquaint my
self with methods
and materials of
the
profession
that i will enter.
Dolores Good
year: I joined
FTA because I
was interested in
learning m o r e
about teaching as
a profession by
working with
others also inter
ested in teaching.

The day spring came
by Edna Anderson
"Boy, you can really smell spring in
the air today!" And the young man
digging the sewer ditch turned a
bronzed face toward an obviously
older and almost sour-looking com
panion who mumbeled something
that sounded like, "Pretty early yet
to deepnd on anything. Why, I've
seen .. ." A passing truck blurred the
conclusion of his reply and by the
time I had stepped carefully across
the planks to avoid the mud, I was
beyond hearihg distance.
As I walked on, I wondered if the
young man's conception of the smell
of spring was at all like mine. Perhaps
it was, in one way, because spring
has its own universal essence in the
renewal of life, but I am perverse
enough to think that for every indi
vidual in the "World this symbolic
season has its own particular per
fume.
What would I say if I were to
describe the smell of spring? I would
picture the lane between the two
south groves where I always went to
gather violets when I was a child.
Those groves were half a mile from
the house, and until I was in second
grade, mother
accompanied
my
younger sister and myself. Our short
journey was a long anticipated occas
ion, and my anxiety for its arrival
gave appropriate significance to the
days preceding it.
The first show of green
the

Johnny never
eould read
"Johnny can't read — at least as
well as in the good old days" is a
refrain of critics of the schools going
back at least 100 years, according to
Dr. Edgar B. Wesley who is writing
a history of the National Education
Association for its Centennial anniver
sary in 1957.
An Illinois Teachers' Journal of
1864 complained that "readers and
speakers admitted into the grammar
schools within the past two years, or
since this reading furor has existed,
are not equal to those of former
years."
Before the NEA convention in 1879,
A. J. Rickoff, superintendent of
schools of Cleveland, lamented that
reading, "about which the public
critics have been lately so articulate,
was too often word-calling and not
sense-getting."
The method of teaching and learn
ing to read has elicited streams of
admonitions and deplorations which
have continued for 100 years and
show no signs of drying up, says
Wesley, pointing out that the phonetic
method, recently endorsed by the
author of Why Johnny Can't Read,
has been argued pro and con through
out tlie century.

woods appeared on the juneberry and
dogwood bushes, and the grass at
tained a verdant hue far more stead
ily than the trees. After a respite
of several days the leaf buds of the
aspens, the willows, and the boxelders around our little house seemed
to unfold almost at once.
Only one thing remained to make
spring official and that was our an
nual walk to see if the violets were
blooming. What a game it was, to
see who would first spy the blue
flowers nestling in the grass and other
plants already towering above the
blossoms. The deepest blue ones were
hidden in the shady spots, where we
often found white wood anenomes,
too. In the deeper shade on the edges
of the grOves we usually discovered
yellow violets and wild lilies of the
valley to add to our collection.
What a pleasure it was to walk
home across the pasture and the alf
alfa field to the music of the meudowlarks. Finally, when we reached
home the sparkling cut-glass sugar
bowl was taken from its place of
honor on the sideboard shelf. Cram
med with violets, anenomes, and lilies
of the valley, it stood triumphant in
the center of the kitchen table. An
other spring had come.
I had reached the schoolyard now.
It was bare and bleak and too welltrampled to nourish grass at any time.
The custodian greeted me in the hall
and remarked drily, "These early
spring days are the roughest ones of
the year for us with all the mud that's
tracked in."
I almost laughed and said, "Never
mind. Well soon pick violets in the
park!" Somehow, though, I feared he
would not understand and I said no
thing. Later, standing by the open
window in my schoolroom, I was not
even surprised at the faint fragrance
of violets and lilies of the valley just
like that from the little bouquet in the
sugar bowl.

Today is the date
for birthday party

Just forget about tenure for a while
result of being a good teacher.

comes as a

Horse-Drawn Hack Evolves into Modern School Bus
In Century Since NEA Was Founded

With formation of school districts into larger, more
The National Education Association, founded in 1857 and
celebrating its Centennial this year, is conducting a review efficient units there have come organized transportation plans
of the development of the American schools, including the which have set the school bus in motion across the American
landscape. An inquiry for the origin of the school bus,
evolution of the school bus.
A revieiv of school transportation takes adults of this broadcast recently to 650,000 readers of the National Educa
generation back to when getting students to school was a tion Association's Journal, brought descriptions of horsefamily, not a school board, responsibility. Indeed, the legs, drawn hacks fixed up with curtains against the weather, and
the horse, the bicycle, and the family car are still important of big sleds for the deep snows. The evolution of the school
bus is illustrated above in the two early makeshifts that
in carrying young people to school.
As late as 1951 students in the Bayou swamps of Louisiana lead to the modern vehicle on the right.
Recognizing that with these developments came increased
were going to school by boat, and students of one family
in the West who had the problem of crossing the Salmon River hazards the NEA early promoted safety education in pupil
orge to get to school rode across by pulling themselves hand transportation, in 1943 establishing its own Safety Commis
over hand in a swing suspended from a pulley that rolled sion. The work of this Commission and of other groups had by
on a cable their father stretched across hundreds of feet 1955 reduced the casualty rate per pupil mile by one-half since
above the roaring torrent.
1925, despite greatly-increased traffic.

A nationwide birthday party in
honor of the 100th anniversary of the
organized teaching profession in
America will take place in communi
ties throughout the United States the
evening of Thursday, April 4.
The occasion is to observe the Cen
tennial of the National Education
Association which was founded in
Philadelphia in 1857 and now enrolls
a majority of the teachers and ad
ministrative Staffs of the nation's
schools.
It calls for some 6,000 local edu
cation associations in communities of
the United States and its territories
to hold parties on that evening.
The NEA will hold a party in
Washington, D. C., at which it hopes
to have national figures as guests the
same evening.
This affair is expected to serve as a
symbol to represent the "reach" of the
NEA that unifies some 6,000 affiliate
associations and departments scattered
over the nation.
The emphasis otherwise is to make
the occasion a celebration of the role
of the schools, and of teachers in
those schools, in local communities.
The NEA staff committee to pro
mote the party depends upon each
local association affiliated with NEA
to take responsibility for the party in
its community, with only suggestions
and some aids — special napkins,
placements, program covers, and the
like — provided from NEA head
quarters.
Many nation-wide civic and service
groups plan to salute teachers during
the week of the Centenial Birthday
Party by dedicating a minute at their
meetings in tribute to the teaching
profession.
The project for doing so, already
announced in national journals of a
number of organizations, is called
"The Teacher's Minute." The NEA
Centennial office provides' a suggest
ed tribute for use in this ceremony.

SAI is music group

MSTC and NDAC jointly support
the Omicron Chapter of Sigma Alpha
Iota, a national professional music
fraternity for women. Membership
is open to girls majoring in music who
have a high general average and a
good performance rating.

